FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

July 29, 2009
NATIONAL CRIME VICTIM LAW INSTITUTE
ANNOUNCES $100,000 GRANT TO NEW
OREGON CRIME VICTIMS LAW CENTER

OPENING AUGUST 4, 2009

Law Center will provide representation to crime victims and other services to help ensure victims’ rights in the criminal justice process are fully realized


The National Crime Victim Law Institute (NCVLI), located in Portland, announced today a $100,000, twelve-month grant to the new Oregon Crime Victims Law Center (Law Center) to support the Law Center’s representation of crime victims in the criminal justice process and other Law Center work. The grant is part of a national effort by NCVLI, funded by a grant from the Office for Victims of Crime, Office of Justice Programs, United States Department of Justice, to create a national network of free legal services for crime victims.

 The Law Center will provide free legal representation and support to Oregon victims as they assert and seek enforcement of their rights in Oregon’s state, federal and tribal criminal courts.
Organized as an Oregon public benefit nonprofit corporation, the Law Center will begin operations August 4, 2009.  
The Law Center’s funding by NCVLI follows two major Oregon developments related to victims of crime: the people’s May 2008 approval of amendments to the Oregon Constitution making crime victims’ constitutional rights judicially enforceable, and the 2009 Oregon Legislature’s enactment of law (Senate Bill 233) detailing the procedures for victims’ rights compliance and enforcement. The NCVLI grant makes Oregon one of twelve law centers for crime victims’ rights representation and related services supported by NCVLI.

“We are very pleased that NCVLI can help make possible this important new resource for Oregon victims of crime,” said Meg Garvin, NCVLI’s Executive Director.

“Oregonians can be very proud of our state’s progress as to crime victims’ rights,” said Portland attorney and former prosecutor Janine Robben who will be the Law Center’s Executive Director. “The Law Center begins a major new chapter of that progress.”

In carrying out its work the Law Center will collaborate closely with NCVLI and will seek to form working alliances with numerous other organizations supportive of victims’ rights and to utilize many existing public and private networks of communication.


 Law Center Executive Director Robben will be joined by a half-time Victim Advocate in October.  The Law Center has a nine-member Board of Directors headed by former Attorney General Hardy Myers as president; Steve Doell, president of Crime Victims United, as vice-president; and Portland attorney Erin Olson as secretary-treasurer.  The Law Center is officed in Suite 612, Board of Trade Building, 310 SW Fourth Avenue, Portland, OR 97204; (effective August 4, 2009) telephone (503)208-8160, fax (503)935-5880, and email janine@ocvlc.org
#  #  #
Contacts: 

NCVLI:
Executive Director: Meg Garvin (503) 768-6835; garvin@lclark.edu; http://lclark.edu/org/ncvli/ 
Law Center:
Board President:  Hardy Myers (503) 232-0991; whmam@comcast.net
Board Secretary/Treasurer:  Erin Olson (503) 546-3150; eolson@erinolsonlaw.com
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